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OVERVIEW OF GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS

M ost people are completely unawar e of the bar gainsthat can be found in the most unlikely of
places: the government! We're used to reading about the Pentagon paying $59.00 for a wrench,
about the national debt rising higher and higher, so it’s excusable to not think of government and
"sales' in the same sentence.

Yet nearly every level of government from city and to win on up through county, state and federal,
has possession of excess property that must be disposed of. If this can be accomplished and money
raised at the same time, why not? We want government to befiscally responsible, right?

The most common method of parting with this overage of property isthrough auction sales. These
affairs offer a unique opportunity to theright person purchases at bargain basement priceswhich
you can turn around and sell at a profit! The money to be made stagger sthe imagination.

From property seized by police officers or customs officialsto repossessions by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, there are thousands of items of all types available at rockbottom
prices. Whether you're merely buying for yourself or seeing thisasa line of businessthat could
make you a substantial profit, the key isto identify and locate these auctions.

You nameit! Houses, cars, jewelry, yachts, gover nment farm equipment, computers, firewood it’s
therefor the bidding and the buying! And, eventually the selling for profit!

You don’t need much experience for this. You arefamiliar with what many of these items cost today
on the open market. If you buy it far enough below market value, you can still sell the property
your self at a discount and make a handsome pr ofit.

If you your self have always wanted to own a luxury yacht, here’ syour chance. You'll never find
your dream purchase at a lower price.

You could even start a secondhand store or set up shop at afleamarket or swap shop to peddle your
mer chandise after you’ve acquired it. Many of these places are havensfor shoppers. You’'ve simply
gonethem one better by obtaining the good s at an even lower pricethan they’ll pay and theyll be
pleased with their " bargain” .

The purpose of our report isto point you in theright direction to find out about the various
auctionsthat are held by virtually all branches of government. Thelistingsin thisreport areasup
to date as possible. Contacting these placeslisted should give you the information you need to begin
your auction attendance.

There are openbidding auctions, wher e you shout out the dollar value you're willing to pay
following a minimum bid requirement called by the auctioneer. There are also sealedbid auctions
where you submit the price you're willing to pay. You get only one shot at that type of bidding.

Be careful with the open bid auctions. Y ou can become so focused on a particular piece of property
that you end up in a" bidding war" that ends up with your paying more than you should and
cutting well into your eventual profit. Be disciplined! Set a dollar limit ahead of time so that you can
let certain items go if the bidding goestoo high. Thisisa business now, so common money senseis
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important. You must now think in terms of expensesvs. revenue.

If you have a certain habby or interest, property in thisarea may be your natural market. If you
specialize, it can help you concentrate on only thoseitemsin the large auction areaswherethereare
hundreds of people bidding for thousands of goods. Your focuswill bein your area and you’ll soon
be an expert on costs, prices and resales of this commodity.

Auctions can be hyped up to the point of temptation to overbid. Don’t do it! Remember your goal,
your budget and your knowledge of what things cost and you’ll do very well. Through the contacts
listed in thisbooklet, you will find yourself on aregular mailing list of government auctions. Often,
with the notice, you'll receive a catalogue of the itemsto be sold and approximately what time
they’ll be auctioned. Thiswill allow you to budget your time wisely at these affairs and not get lost
in the shuffle.

Good luck!

STATE GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS

These arethe state contacts and a brief description of auctions held at thislevel of gover nment.
ALABAMA: Alabama Surplus Property

P.O. Box 210487

Montgomery, AL 36121

334 2775866

Alabama auctions offer a variety of goods usually threetimesa year. |tems: office equipment, cars,
farm machinery, trucks, boats, tractorsand more. Thereisa mailing list you can be placed on.

ALASKA: Surplus Property Management Office
2400 Viking Drive

Anchorage, AK 99501

907 465-2250

It'sbest to call the Juneau office 907 4652172 to be placed on their mailing list. There are weekly
auctions of smaller itemslike furniture and office equipment and spring and fall auctionsfor larger
itemslikecars.

ARIZONA: Office of Surplus Property
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1537 W. Jackson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
602 5425701

Auctions held four times per year. Items. computers, cars, furniture and thousands of other pieces.
Mailing list isavailable.

ARKANSAS: State Marketing & Redistribution Office

6620 Young Rd.

Little Rock, AR 72209

501 5658645

Mailing list available. Both regular and sealed bid auctions are held. Weekly events.
CALIFORNIA: Office of Fleet Administration

1416 10th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

916 6572318

Open bid auctions once a month of surplus vehicles on Saturdays at Sacramento or Los Angeles.
Mailing list.

COLORADO: Department of Correctional Industries

State Surplus Agency

4200 Garfield Street

Denver, CO 80216

303 3212200

Several auctions per year. Mailing list is available. Nonpr ofit or ganizations have fir st choice.

CONNECTICUT: 60 State St. Rear
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Wethersfield, CT 06109
203 5667018 or 7190

Eight to ten auctions per year. Vehicles usually auctioned on the second Saturday of the month.
Registration fee.

DELAWARE: Division of Purchasing Surplus Property
P.O. Box 299

Delawar e City, DE 19706

302 8344550

In May and September, there are public auctions of vehicles, office furniture and other surplus
property. Mailing list isavailable.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Department of Public Works

5001 Shepard Parkway

Washington, DC 20032

202 9398060

Vehicleauctions held thefirst and third Tuesday of the month. No mailing list. Registration fee.
FL ORIDA Department of Management Services

813A Lake Bradford Road

Tallahassee, FL 32304

904 4882700

Thisaddressisa"retail" storewith itemsavailablefor sale. Motor Vehicle Bureau 904 4885178
holds vehicle auctions once a month at variouslocations throughout the state.

GEORGIA: Department of Administrative Services
Purchasing Division, Surplus Property

1050 Murphy Avenue, SW.
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Atlanta, GA 30310
404 7564800

Several auctions per year, held on the third Wednesday of the month chosen. Mailing list. Items:
vehicles, shop equipment, typewriters, computers, copiersand more.

HAWAII No state surplus auctions.
IDAHO Division of Purchasing
208 3277465

Idaho’s state agencies hold their own auctions. You must contact the specific state agency directly.
Auctions advertised in newspaper.

ILLINOIS: Central Management Services
Division of Property Control

3550 Great Northern Ave.

Springfield, IL 62707

217 785-6903

Auctionsheld at I1linois State Fairgroundsin Springfield two or threetimesper year on Saturdays.
Mailing list available for $20/year. Items: desks, chairs, calculators, cameras, refrigeratorsand
more.

INDIANA: State Surplus Property Section

229 W. New York Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202

317 2321365

Auctions held as needed each year. No mailing list, but contact this officein May for a schedule.
IOWA: Department of Natural Resources

Wallace State Office Bldg.

DesMoines, | A 50319

515 2815121
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Auction is second Saturday of May for items such as boats, fishing rods, tackle boxes and hunting
equipment. The Vehicle Dispatchers Garage holds vehicle auctionsthreeto four times per year. Call
515 2815121.

KANSAS: State Surplus Property
P.O. Box 19226

Topeka, KS 666190226

913 2962334

Many itemsleft over for salefollowing offering to state agencies. Contact office for information on
events.

KENTUCKY': Office of Surplus Property
514 Barrett Avenue

Frankfurt, KY 40601

502 5644836

Saturday auctions every two to three months as needed. Items:. vehicles, desks, chairs, couches,
beds, lawnmowers, etc. Mailing list is available.

LOUISIANA: Division of Administration
L ouisiana Property Assistance Agency
P.O. Box 94095

Baton Rouge, L A 708049095

504 3426849

Auctions held on the second Saturday of each month at 1502 N. 17th St. Items. medical and office
equipment, boats, bicycles, televisions, vehiclesand more.

MAINE: Office of Surplus Property
Station 95

Augusta, ME 04333

207 287-3521

Public auctions five to six times per year. Primarily vehicles. No mailing list.
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MARYLAND: Department for Surplus Property

P.O. Box 122

8037 Brock Bridge Rd.

Jesup, MD 20794

No public auctions. Addressaboveisa " retail" storefor surplus property.
MASSACHUSETTS: State Purchasing Agency

Department of Procurement & General Services

Surplus Property

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

617 7277500

Public auctions six times per year, usually on Saturdays. Vehicles primarily. No mailing list.
MICHIGAN: Department of Management & Budget

State Surplus Property

P.O. Box 30026

Lansing, M| 48913

517 3358444

Mailing list. Several auctions per year. Items: office furniture, household goods, machinery,
livestock, vehicles and more.

MINNESOTA: Surplus Operations Office
5420 Highway 8

New Brighton, MN 55112

612 2964086

About 15 auctions per year held around the state. Itemsinclude vehicles, boats and snowmobiles
along with jewelry, furniture, computers, stereosand more. Mailing list.
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MISSISSIPPI: Bureau of Surplus Property

P.O. Box 5778

Jackson, M S 39288

601 9392050

Two to three auctions per year of machinery and vehicles. Mailing list.
MISSOURI: Surplus Property Office

M aterials M anagement Section

P.O. Drawer 1310

Jeffer son City, MO 65102

573 7513415

Regular auctions held throughout the year. Items: clothing, office equipment and vehicles. Mailing
list.

MONTANA: Property and Supply Bureau
930 Lyndale Avenue

Helena, MT 59620

406 4444514

Oneauction ayear for vehicles. Mailing list. Other property auctioned the second Friday of each
month.

NEBRASKA: Office of Administrative Services
Material Division, Surplus Property

P.O. Box 94901

Lincoln, NE 68509

402 4794890

Auctions held threeto four times per year. Items: office furniture, computers, couchesand more.
Separ ate vehicle auctions held. Mailing list.

NEVADA: State Purchasing Division
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Kinkead Bldg. 400 Capitol Complex
Carson City, NV 89710

702 6874070

by Richard Dean

Second Saturday in August at 2250 Bar nett Way, Reno, Nevada, 89512. Separ ate sealed bid auction
mailing list isavailable, too. You must bid at least once over two to three auctionsor you'll be

dropped from thelist.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Office of Surplus Property

78 Regional Drive Building 3

Concord, NH 03301

603 2712126

Two auctions per year of vehiclesand other property. Mailing list.
NEW JERSEY:: Purchase and Property Distribution Center
CN234

Trenton, NJ 08625

609 5303300

State vehicle auctions as needed. Mailing list.

NEW MEXICO: Highway & Transportation Department
P.O. Box 1149

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Last Saturday in September. Vehicles and office equipment. Mailing list.

NEW YORK Office of General Service

Bureau of Surplus Property

Bldg. #18, Harriman State Office Bldg. Campus
Albany, NY 12226

518 4576335
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Frequent auctions around the state. Sold by category. Mailing list.
NORTH CAROLINA: State Surplus Property

P.O. Box 33900

Raleigh, NC 27636

919 7333889

Sealed bid auctions. Mailing list. War ehouse available to inspect items.

NORTH DAKOTA: Surplus Property Office
P.O. Box 7293

Bismar ck, ND 58507

701 328-2680

Annual auction each September. Items:. vehicles, office furniture and equipment. Auction is
advertised two daysin advance.

OHIO: State and Federal Surplus Property
4200 Surface Road

Columbus, OH 43228

614 4665052

Public auctions and sealed bid sales several times per year. Mailing list. Items: vehicles, office
machines, furnitureand more.

OKLAHOMA: Central Purchasing Department

Central Services, B4, State Capitol

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

405 5213046

Several auctionsthroughout the year. $10 gets you on a mailing list.

OREGON: Department of General Services
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